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INTRODUCTION 
We realize different people have different opinions about how and when to reopen 
church buildings for public corporate worship. And so, for the past six months, we at TLW 
have maintained a “safety first” approach by offering outdoor and online worship 
gatherings throughout the summer. Therefore, it is with great deliberation, prayer and 
planning that we have made the decision to move back inside effective October 4, 2020. 
Following, you will see an outline of our “Safe Inside” plan. In addition, we understand 
that not everyone is ready to re-engage in the ways we suggest, so we will continue to 
offer opportunities and grace for anyone who is at risk or not yet ready to fully participate 
in the life, ministry and mission of our community.  
 
 
VALUES 

• We value gathering in person for worship 
• We value the health and well-being of everyone 
• We value individual responsibility for one’s own safety and the safety of others 
• We value the leadership role of our church in the greater community 
• We value the guidance of medical, public health, and governmental authorities 
• We value decisions that are not merely self-serving, but beneficial to others 
• We value providing alternatives and opportunities to people who are not ready  
• We value corporate worship that recognizes both freedom and safety 

 
 
DETAILS 
 
Health Safety & Prevention Measures: 

• Wearing Masks: To avoid transmission and contraction of the virus, all persons of 
school age and above are expected to wear masks 1) as they enter the building 
and find a seat; 2) when singing in corporate worship; 3) as they are dismissed 
and exiting the building. Masks are not required while seated and not singing. 

• Physical Distancing: All non-related persons are encouraged to maintain physical 
distancing of 6 feet whenever possible.  Please accommodate this distancing in 
the Living Room (Sanctuary) by moving chairs into unoccupied spaces and sitting 
in family units. Be considerate of others’ physical space. 

• Ventilation: The CDC recommends that continuous airflow and ventilation be 
provided whenever meeting inside.  HVAC, fans, and open windows will ensure 
proper airflow is maintained. Window fans have also been installed in the lower 
(LWK) classroom spaces.  

• Cleaning and Sanitation: The facilities are currently being cleaned and sanitized 
twice weekly, this includes restrooms and public gathering spaces. 



• LWK / Volunteers: Living Well Kids leaders and volunteers will be required to 
wear masks and/or face shields when interacting with children. Children are 
strongly encouraged to wear masks where age appropriate. 

• Personal Responsibility: Please wash hands regularly, use hand sanitizer stations, 
and wear a mask when engaged with others. If you have any COVID or flu 
symptoms (fever, headache, cough, difficulty breathing, etc.) or are not feeling well 
for any other reason, please be considerate of others and stay home.  

• No-touch practices: Offerings will be received through JOY boxes; communion 
will be individually distributed during this time; hospitality / coffee will be served 
(no self service). 

• Keep it moving: Please avoid gathering or creating bottlenecks in the entry area, 
hallways, or gathering spaces.  After you enter the building, proceed directly to 
your seat.  Fellowship and connecting should be limited to outside as much as 
possible at this time. 

 
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Check out the CDC GUIDANCE FOR FAITH COMMUNITIES 
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/faith-based.html 
 
Process/Responsibilities: 

• Decisions, determinations and ongoing evaluation are the responsibility of the 
Officers of The Living Well, in cooperation with TLW Lead Pastor, Staff and 
Volunteer Leaders 

• Evaluation will be ongoing and based on available statistical data and direction 
from local and state authorities and the guidance of the scientific / medical / public 
health community 

• Communication will be a priority as we move through this process, with any 
changes and updates regularly communicated via email, website and social media 

 
 
CONCLUSION 
Even though churches in our state have been deemed exempt from criminal or civil 
penalties if they violate public health ordinances, our Living Well staff, officers and 
volunteers are committed to following all applicable guidelines prescribed by the CDC 
and the State of Michigan to the best of our ability. Overall, we want to adopt a “positive 
team spirit” that communicates and cooperates in unity as we move forward together as 
a congregation, and we want to encourage all TLW members to embrace a spirit of self-
sacrifice with our attitude toward others outside our congregation as well.  
 
As the Apostle Paul instructs the church in Philippians 2: 3-4, “In humility value others 
above yourselves, not looking to your own interests but each of you to the interests of 
the others.” In this way, we witness to the heart of Jesus within us and among us, as we 
continue to “FIND the life...CELEBRATE that life...and SHARE the life” safely and 
responsibly in the months ahead! 
 


